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QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER

1.

Mr Low Wu Yang Andre: To ask the Minister for National Development given that
HDB announced housing plans for Gillman Barracks and Sunset Way on the
same day consultation opened (a) which parameters remain open to change,
including footprint, yield, retained areas, heritage and mitigation; (b) whether site
clearance or tender awards will await feedback; and (c) whether HDB will
publish its response before approving final plans or tenders.

Miss Rachel Ong: To ask the Minister for National Development (a) whether
alternative sites for housing were evaluated as alternatives to Gillman Barracks;
(b) whether smaller-footprint or lower density options on the Gillman Barracks
site itself, with greater retention of forest cover and heritage buildings, were also
assessed against the current conceptual plan; and (c) what planning
considerations led to the proposed site and footprint being preferred.

Miss Rachel Ong: To ask the Minister for National Development whether, after
the online feedback period for the Gillman Barracks Environmental Impact
Assessment and Heritage Impact Assessment closes on 6 August 2026, the
Government will hold dialogue sessions with residents, heritage groups and
nature groups as part of the process of refining the development plans.

Miss Rachel Ong: To ask the Minister for National Development (a) whether the
phased directional clearance plan for Gillman Barracks under the Environmental
Monitoring and Management Plan will include checkpoints at which monitoring
data from earlier phases is reviewed before authorising further clearance; and (b)
if so, what criteria would trigger a pause or adjustment to the clearance
schedule.

Ms Nadia Ahmad Samdin: To ask the Minister for National Development in light
of the recent announcement on Maju Forest (a) how has the Government’s
approach to balancing public housing needs with the conservation of
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ecologically significant forests and heat resilience evolved over the past five
years; and (b) whether alternative sites, redevelopment opportunities or higher-
yield development options are systematically evaluated before such locations
are selected.

Ms Nadia Ahmad Samdin: To ask the Minister for National Development with
regard to proposed housing developments on former forested sites (a) what
criteria are used to determine whether retained forest areas are sufficiently large
and connected to remain ecologically functional over the long term; and (b) how
is the effectiveness of wildlife corridors subsequently monitored.

Mr Christopher de Souza: To ask the Minister for National Development in light of
the possible development at Maju Forest, whether the concerns and
recommendations of the nature and conservation groups on preserving greenery,
flora and fauna can be adopted.

Mr Kenneth Tiong Boon Kiat: To ask the Minister for National Development given
that the Environmental Impact Assessments at Maju Forest and Gillman
Barracks rate the biodiversity impact as major negative after mitigation (a) what
threshold of harm sets a site aside if that finding does not; and (b) whether
under-used state land, including the grounds of black-and-white bungalows and
ageing lowrise estates, has been assessed as an alternative before clearance.

Mr Dennis Tan Lip Fong: To ask the Minister for National Development (a) how
were findings from the Gillman Barracks Environmental and Heritage Impact
Assessments weighed against housing needs; (b) whether alternative sites were
considered; and (c) what resident engagement was conducted prior to the
redevelopment announcement, including whether closed-door discussions were
held and how participants were selected.

Mr Dennis Tan Lip Fong: To ask the Minister for National Development (a) how are
findings from the Maju Forest Environmental Impact Assessment taken into
account in ongoing considerations for housing at Sunset Way; (b) whether
alternative sites can be considered; and (c) what measures are being considered
to ensure any retained ecological corridor minimises edge effects and supports
wildlife movement.

Ms Elysa Chen: To ask the Minister for National Development (a) what
microclimate or urban heat island modelling was conducted to assess the
localised temperature impact of clearing forest cover at Maju Forest and Gillman
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Barracks; and (b) what will be the projected impact on surrounding residential
areas.

Ms Joan Pereira: To ask the Minister for National Development regarding the
Gillman Barracks redevelopment (a) what measures will be taken to ensure the
preservation of its secondary hill forest and heritage buildings; (b) whether
alternative brownfield sites were considered to minimise ecological impact; and
(c) how public feedback from the environmental and heritage impact
assessments will be incorporated into the final master plan.

Dr Charlene Chen: To ask the Minister for National Development what planning
criteria does the Ministry use to determine that brownfield and other previously
developed sites are insufficient before greenfield sites are selected for
residential development.

Dr Charlene Chen: To ask the Minister for National Development whether the
Ministry will further enhance the public accessibility of Environmental Impact
Assessments by providing plain-language summaries of key findings and clearer
explanations of how public feedback has informed planning decisions.

Ms Valerie Lee: To ask the Minister for National Development (a) how was public
feedback gathered for the redevelopment of Maju Forest and Gillman Barracks;
and (b) what other sites are being studied over the next five years for similar
possible redevelopment for housing or other uses that may substantially affect
existing heritage or natural areas.

Mr Fadli Fawzi: To ask the Minister for National Development in light of the recent
announcement on Maju Forest (a) whether future Master Plans will refrain from
zoning forested greenfield sites for development where feasible, especially
where the forested sites are of ecological significance, and prioritise the
redevelopment and intensifying land use on existing brownfield sites; and (b) if
not, why not.

Ms He Ting Ru: To ask the Minister for National Development in relation to the
Maju Forest and Gillman Barracks redevelopments (a) what is the impact on
surface temperature and greenhouse gas emissions; (b) whether brownfield
alternatives were surveyed and what is the rationale for selecting these sites; (c)
what is the estimated cost of clearing Maju Forest versus redeveloping a similar
area in mature estates; and (d) whether Environmental Impact Assessments
measure climate-related factors.



18. Ms Eileen Chong Pei Shan: To ask the Minister for National Development whether
HDB will publish, before consultations on the Sunset Way and Gillman Barracks
sites close on 6 August 2026 (i) the projected housing demand these sites are
intended to meet and (ii) the reasoning for selecting them over available
alternatives.



